Needed: a new trial (we haven’t made enough money off the first one)

Valid questions (WHAT valid questions?) require that Daniel Moore get another day in court (and yet another opportunity to exercise his apparent right to rape, rob, torture, and kill another innocent victim)

3/26/03



In matters of (Daniel Moore’s) life and (and Karen Tipton’s)

death, you can't be too careful (or he might actually be held accountable). Circuit Judge Glenn Thompson knows that. So should state prosecutors, who should think again about plans to appeal Thompson's decision that Daniel Wade Moore deserves a new trial.  


Moore has been convicted of (robbing, sexually assaulting, torturing, and) murdering Karen Tipton at her southwest Decatur home in March 1999 (yet he continues to be the darling of the press). The case was, and is, the talk of the community (because it’s FUN!!!)


A Morgan County jury found Moore guilty (of FOUR counts of CAPITAL MURDER), but (inexplicably) split 8-4in recommending he be given a life sentence. Thompson,the presiding judge, overruled them, and ordered Moore to be executed. (because he had no choice under the law, given the multiple aggravating factors and the absence of a defense)

Since then, Moore's attorneys have been filing (patently absurd)
motions (because they are paid to do so) . Their request for an acquittal was denied (for now).But their call for a new trial was granted because,
Thompson ruled, (that his friends, the defense attorneys, ALLEGED) not all of the investigators' findings in the Moore case were  provided to his attorneys in a timely fashion. And some (ALLEGEDLY) weren't provided at all. (But he didn’t explain WHAT evidence pertinent to Moore’s defense was withheld, had no hearing to even consider POTENTIAL evidence to back up the ALLEGED prosecutorial misconduct, and reversed the inevitable conclusion drawn from his OWN trial.)

Some will write off the moves by Moore's attorneys as
desperate attempts to help their client (because it’s so obviously true). Others will worry about the expense a new trial will incur (but we all know the State of Alabama has money to burn). And quite a few folks will consider this another example of a judicial system that seems to drone on and on (how could they think such a thing, after four years of insanity),
without delivering justice swiftly. (OR AT ALL!)

But was justice delivered? (YES!  Until the judge threw it all out for no reason at all)  Without arguing the merits of the case, or even the merits of the verdict, (i.e. without considering any FACTS at all) it seems plain from the list of (ALLEGEDLY) withheld or untimely delivered investigative findings (UNRELATED TO MOORE’S DEFENSE) that Moore's trial didn't meet the fairness test. (These ridiculous and unproven accusations are valid, it’s PLAIN.  DNA, confession, motive, means, and 300 pieces of evidence, and 30 witnesses testifying under oath and subject to cross-examination—that’s still a little foggy to us.)

Evidence was (ALLEGEDLY) withheld, statements were (ALLEGEDLY) withheld, computer data was (ALLEGEDLY) withheld, statements from workers at the Tipton household were (ALLEGEDLY) withheld --and on and on. (and on, and on, and on, and on…)

"Discovery" - the ability of people charged with crimes to see what evidence investigators have obtained - is neither a new legal concept nor a
frivolous one. (The prosecution is alleged to have violated discovery.  The defense DID violate discovery overtly by NEVER producing A SINGLE document THEY are required to provide the prosecution—not even their ALLEGED expert witnesses names.  There are SOME things even a killer’s lawyer has to provide the prosecution, and they provided NOTHING.  NOTHING.  NOTHING.  That overt, provable misconduct in discovery by the defense lawyers was allowed by the judge, who gave the prosecutors a tongue-lashing for even bringing up in court.  And incidentally, the State of Alabama has a right to a fair trial, too, as do the victims of a violent crime, if you actually believe the Constitution of the State of Alabama. )


Unfortunately, in case after case nationally, it has been shown that unscrupulous prosecutors and unreliable investigators have caused the innocent to be punished as the guilty go free. (And unfortunately, case after case nationally and LOCALLY show that killers often go free, even AFTER being convicted in a fair trial—like the game warden.)(And in Decatur, it is GUILTY Moore who is likely to go free, and INNOCENT victims who will be attacked again and again, all because of the pernicious influence of unscrupulous defense lawyers, unreliable members of the press, and a judicial system twisted by money, improper influence, politics, sexism, and racism.)

No one is saying that is what has occurred in the Tipton killing. (WHATTT????  Why that’s PRECISELY what EVERYONE is saying!  It is the thesis of this editorial, and the VERY BASIS of the ruling you are praising!!)  Rather, that's what a new trial will determine. (We, the Huntsville Times, are claiming a TRIAL would be the final litmus test of these claims, while utterly discounting everything that has just happened IN TRIAL.  Most of these claims have JUST BEEN ARGUED IN TRIAL at great length.  Maybe you should send a reporter next time, instead of a buffoon who at one point was snoring so loudly in court that it distracted the participants.)


With all the controversy (lies, sensationalism and exploitation) surrounding the investigation and prosecution - and with a man's (our HERO, Daniel Moore) life at stake – the state attorney general's office should reverse its decision to appeal Thompson's decision to a higher court and let a new trial go forward.  (After all, there’s money to be made by lawyers and the press, at the expense of the victims, at the expense of the State of Alabama, and at the expense of JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS TO ALL.)
