
Professional ethics are always focused squarely on competence, diligence, and the humane practice of the profession.  Professional ethics are concerned with the reputation the profession will enjoy; its credibility and effectiveness hang in the balance.  But more than anything else, professional ethics are concerned with the great damage that is done to the victims of misconduct.  Defense lawyers interact with people who have already been horrifically victimized by violent crime, and must be particularly sensitive to avoid gratuitous pain being added to their burden.  I’m aware some states are studying ways to encourage and improve communication between defense lawyers and victims of the clients they represent; the premise is that they are not enemies, and that defense lawyers—indeed, all professionals--have a lot they can learn from victims. 


I am fully aware that any ethical attorney has to regularly expend considerable effort to avoid collateral damage from the adversarial process at the heart of the justice system. Indeed, contentiousness is avoided because of the professional courtesy and mutual respect that pervades the legal profession.  Further, few professionals are awarded the latitude and discretion afforded defense lawyers, particularly in a capital murder trial. I respectfully submit all parties to a capital murder trial are deserving of similar respect and serious consideration for the essential role each plays in the process.  After all, these are matters of life and death, and there is simply no room for anyone’s misconduct.    


A physician who fails to show competence, diligence, or humane treatment of patients is subject to severe sanction, regardless of the cause.  But any physician who purposely did harm to any patient (and, arguably, to any human) would deserve the harshest criminal penalty, and would be considered unfit to practice medicine.  From my point of view, Catherine Halbrooks has purposely done great harm to me, a party to a capital murder trial.  I am here because my wife was tortured and stabbed twenty-eight times.  I am a homicide survivor; I am here because it is my life and my late wife’s death that are at issue. I am here only because I am a victim.


I deserve better than to be attacked needlessly in the most public forum imaginable by questionably competent and unquestionably evil defense lawyers.  I am here because I have survived, and I am here to remind you that Karen didn’t.  Karen was given no chance to live, although she fought mightily.  She deserves better than to be stabbed again and again by the killer’s hired help. 

